
This weekend is Diwali; a special 
celebration for Hindu people all over
the world. It is a celebration of 
light and the triumph of good over 
evil and is known as "The Festival 
of Lights." People light small oil lamps called
divas to remember Rama and Sita returning
home safely. At school, we have all been
learning about Diwali and why and how it is
celebrated. The children who celebrate Diwali
have been explaining to the rest of their class
what special things they do. Happy Diwali
everyone!

Use kind hands, feet and
words
Say how we feel
Look and listen
Always do our best 

The Alwyn Aims
These are the rules we all 
try to follow:
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Build Belonging            Show Kindness            Make Good Choices

School Applications for Year 3
If your child is currently in Year 2, you will need
to make an application for their Junior school
place.
The application portal will be open between
10 November 2023 and 15 January 2024.

It is extremely important that you complete
the form during this time.  If you log onto
RBWM.gov.uk and look in the Schools and
Education section, you will find all the
information you need.  If you need any help
with the application process, contact the
admissions department at RBWM. You will
then be informed of the junior school offer on
16 April 2024.  Courthouse Junior School are
holding an information meeting for Year 2
parents on 22 November 6pm.

School Application for Reception
If you have a child with a birthday between
1st September 2019 and 31st August 2020, you
can also make an application for a place in
Reception using the same website. 

Next week is anti-bullying week,
starting on Monday with Odd Socks
Day.  Children wlill enjoy activities
around the theme of kindness, as
well as learning about bullying.

What’s happening?

If you are a cyclist, please do not cycle on the
pavements as pedestrians are coming into
/out of school.  

On Friday, KS1 children were shown a video 
about Remembrance Day and then took part 
in class discussions.  They were all very interested 
in the importance of the poppy as a way of remembering.  
Some of the children are taking part in activities with
Squirrels, Rainbows and other organisations on
Remembrance Sunday, so we would like to wish them
well.   I am attaching a link to a lovely video we have used
in school that you may want to watch at home and use
as a bit of a talking point to help understanding or a chat.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02qvbd9  



 

           Wear blue for diabetes awareness day on Tuesday 14th November 
 

Next Tuesday is National Diabetes Awareness Day. As this is a condition that affects a few of our
families we felt it was important to use this time to raise awareness of this life affecting condition.

 
In school, the children will learn a little bit about diabetes and how it is managed. I would like to

invite our school community (grown ups too) to wear something blue on Tuesday 14th November.
The children could swap one item of their school uniform to something blue (eg, t-shirt, shorts,

skirt, socks etc) or it could be something as simple as a blue hair-band or wristband.
 

Finding out a family member has type 1 diabetes can be a shock and means many adjustments
must be made to family life. It is a condition where their blood sugar – or glucose – level is too high
because their body can't make a hormone called insulin. This happens because the body attacks
the cells in the pancreas that make the insulin, so they can't produce it. We all need insulin to live

as it does an essential job. It allows the sugar in our blood to enter our cells and fuel our bodies.
With type 1 diabetes, the body still breaks down the carbohydrate from food and drink and turns it

into sugar. However, when the sugar enters the bloodstream, there's no insulin to allow it into
your body's cells. More and more sugar then builds up in the blood, leading to high blood sugar

levels which cause serious medical issues.
 

There is currently no cure for type 1 but it is treated by insulin injections. For further information,
you can go to Diabetes UK

 
Thank you for your support and I will look forward to seeing us all in something blue.

 
 
 
 
 

Look out for more school news on our
Alwyn facebook page.

 A reminder that our school website is full of useful information;  Calendar dates,
curriculum plans, school dinner menu, school policies and much more.

 All can be found at 
https://www.alwyn.org.uk/ ehttps://www.alwyn.org.uk/  text

https://www.diabetes.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/AlwynInfant
https://www.alwyn.org.uk/


What have Year 1 been doing this week, Miss Harris
This week, Year 1 has been learning about the names for parts of the body. The
children really enjoyed drawing around a child in their class and making a life-sized
labelled person. The children have continued to learn how to log onto a computer
and are beginning to gain confidence in how to type and use a mouse. We have
had a very creative week, learning about Diwali and making some lantern art to
celebrate. We have also made poppies for Remembrance Day.

Ask me to read the words: foil, fear, hair
Ask me to show you how to write these robot letters: r, b, n, h
Ask me to read the new helpful words: are, again, be
Ask me to tell you 3 different ways of making 10.
Ask me to name 5 parts of the human body

Next week we'll be learning about our five senses.

13th November
Anti bullying week
Odds Socks Day

14th November
Wear something blue for
diabetes awareness day

1st December
Non uniform day 
(bring in a tombola prize for
the Christmas Fair)
Also No Pens Day (more
details to follow)

7rh December
Christmas Jumper & Lunch
Day
Elfridges (PTA)

8th December
Elfridges (PTA)

Christmas Performances 
Reception   9.30am
Ash 5th / Oak 6th / Elm 7th 
December 

Year 1  9.30am
11th / 12th / 13th Dec  9.30am
December
Classes to be confirmed

Year 2  
13th Dec 2.30pm

PTA Christmas concert after
school
14th December

Last day of term 
15th December
Finish time - 1.30pm

 Ideas for Learning Chats

What have Year 2 been doing this week, Miss Frank
Year 2 have been working very hard this week. In maths we have started to
carry numbers when adding, it's very tricky but we're doing really well. We are
very excited about learning a new song in Music that includes singing and rap.
We are learning how to say the words for the rap really quickly which is quite
challenging! We have also re-visited the festival of Diwali which is being
celebrated at the weekend. We even drew our own Rangoli patterns.
Ask me to add these 3 numbers
7 + 4 + 3
8 + 1 + 2
9 + 6 + 1
Ask me to tell you a set of instructions on how to light a sparkler safely, make
sure I include time words and bossy verbs!
Ask me to tell you the names of the 3 seas that surround the UK

Next week in Science we will be learning about the needs of humans and
comparing them to the needs of animals.  

What has been happening in Reception, Mrs Sakal
Reception have had a busy week! We have been learning new phonics - m and d
and continuing to practice blending our sounds. We have been consolidating our
learning about numbers to 3 and exploring one more and one less. We have been
finding out about Diwali and decorating rangoli patterns and lanterns - we enjoyed
the story about Rama and Sita too! This week we also thought a bit about
Remembrance Day and why we have poppies!
.Apologies to reception parents I gave you the wrong Ask Me statements last week
Ask me to tell you a word that starts with m
Ask me to tell you what these words are from the sounds - d-i-p. d-e-n, s-a-d, d-a-
d, m-a-d
Ask me to tell you what makes me special
Ask me to tell you why we give presents
Clap 2 times and ask me to clap one more than you

Next week we will continuing our phonics journey, learning g and o and exploring
circles and triangles. It is Anti Bullying Week and Diabetes Awareness Week and
we will be finding out about both. Just a reminder to wear odd socks on Monday to
celebrate our differences and something blue on Tuesday for Diabetes awareness.

Congratulations!
Children are enjoying  Golden Book Assembly in

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. 
A huge ‘well done’ to all the children who were in the

Golden Book for their achievements this week.  
We are very proud of you! 



CAN YOU HELP?
The PTA need your support.  If you would like to get involved with

helping to organise social events and you can spare a few hours a
term.  Please contact the PTA  www.alwyncourthousepta.com

 
 

Please read the Autumn 23 PTA newsletter .
http://bit.ly/ptanewsletter_autumn23

http://www.alwyncourthousepta.com/quiz


Thursday 9th November 2023 – PBS Family
Course (6-weeks) 

Wednesday 15th November 2023 – Practical
Strategies for PBS (Family and Carers) 

 Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) 
FREE 

Berkshire CC have commissioned more on-line
courses in Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) in

November 2023. 
 

All these courses are available free of charge, for
parents/carers. 

 
Please see the dates below, where places are

available on a first come basis: 
 

 
Further details of all these courses, including the
booking form, can be found on Eventbrite via this

link: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/cc/berkshire-pbs-
training-1438569 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/cc/berkshire-pbs-training-1438569
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/cc/berkshire-pbs-training-1438569


 Community
Information

The times for the group above is 
4:30pm - 5:25pm:

Year 1 / 2 / 3 Is only £3.00 Per session. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/cc/berkshire-pbs-training-1438569

