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COVID-19 School Closure Arrangements for 

Safeguarding and Child Protection  
 

Alwyn Infant School 
 

  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
  

 This policy is to be read alongside our current  
Child Protection Safeguarding Policy & Procedures 

 
 
 
 
 
 

School Name: Alwyn Infant School 
Date:  31st March 2020 
Date shared with staff 31st March 2020 

 
Context  
  
From 20th March 2020 parents were asked to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and for 
schools to remain open only for those children of workers critical to the COVID-19 response who 
cannot be safely cared for at home.  Schools and all childcare providers were also asked to provide 
care for a limited number of children who are vulnerable.  
 
This addendum of the Alwyn Infant School Child Protection & Safeguarding Policy and Procedures 
contains details of our additional safeguarding arrangements during this time. 
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Vulnerable Children  
 
Vulnerable children include those who have a social worker and those children  with Education, Health 
and Care Plans (EHCPs) 
 
Those who have a social worker include children who have a Child Protection Plan and those who are 
looked after by the Local Authority. A child may also be deemed to be vulnerable if they have been 
assessed as being in need or otherwise meet the definition in section 17 of the Children Act 1989.  
 
Those with an EHCP will be risk-assessed in consultation with the Local Authority and parents, to 
decide whether they need to continue to be offered a school place in order to meet their needs, or 
whether they can safely have their needs met at home. Many children with EHCPs can safely remain 
at home.  
 
Eligibility for free school meals in and of itself should not be the determining factor in assessing 
vulnerability.  
 
All teachers know who our most vulnerable children are and we have the flexibility to offer a place to 
those on the edge of receiving children’s social care support 
 
We will continue to work with and support children’s social workers to help protect vulnerable 
children. The lead person for this will be: Nicky Cale 
 
There is an expectation that vulnerable children who have a social worker will attend an education 
setting, so long as they do not have underlying health conditions that put them at risk. In 
circumstances where a parent does not want to bring their child to an education setting, and their 
child is considered vulnerable, we will explore the reasons for this directly with the parent. We will 
encourage our vulnerable children to attend school if we feel it is a safer environment than home.  
  
  
Attendance Monitoring  
 
We will agree with parents/carers whether children in need should be attending school. We will then 
follow up on any pupil that we were expecting to attend, who does not. 
 
 
Designated Safeguarding Lead  
 
Alwyn Infant School has a Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and  Deputy DSLs.  
 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead is: Nicky Cale 
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads are: Kirsty Grierson and Wendy Harris 

 
When the DSL or Deputy DSLs are not on site they will be contactable by telephone. All members of 
staff on site are responsible for safeguarding on site.  They all have the contact details for the DSL and 
Deputy DSLs. 
 
The DSL will continue to engage with social workers, and attend multi-agency meetings, if possible.  
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Reporting a Concern  
 
Where staff have a concern about a child, they should continue to follow the process outlined in the 
Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy and Procedures.   
 
Staff are reminded to report any concern immediately and without delay.   
 
Safeguarding concerns about the Headteacher should be directed to the Chair of Governors (07850 
876308) 
 
  
Children and Online Safety Away From School  
 
It is important that all staff who interact with children, including via email, continue to look out for 
signs a child may be at risk. Any such concerns should be dealt with as per our Child Protection and 
Safeguarding Policy and Procedures.  
 
 
Supporting Children Not In School  
 
Alwyn Infant School is committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all its children.   
  
Where the staff have identified a child to be on the edge of social care support, or who would normally 
receive pastoral-type support in school, they should ensure that a robust communication plan is in 
place for that child.  Details of this communication to be recorded.  Communication to occur at least 
once a fortnight and where concerns arise, the DSL will consider any referrals as appropriate.   
 
  
Supporting Children in School  
 
Alwyn Infant School is committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all its children.  We will 
continue to be a safe space for all children to attend and flourish. The Headteacher will ensure that 
appropriate staff are on site and staff to pupil ratio numbers are appropriate, to maximise safety.   
 
We will refer to the Government guidance for education and childcare settings on how to implement 
social distancing and continue to follow the advice from Public Health England on handwashing and 
other measures to limit the risk of spread of COVID19.  
 


